
Hello to all the volunteers, supporters and friends of HALO.  Thank you again to 

all who support HALO with your time, talent or funds.  As the season nears where 

many families will get together and celebrate all they are thankful for, I took a few 

moments to reflect on the things HALO should be thankful for.  While the list is 

quite long, it really struck me that nothing is important as the transformed lives we 

see.  This week I got to see three people who I met as participants in the HALO program very shortly after my first days at HALO 

over two years ago.  One is a man who was the first face I saw at HALO this morning as I walked in the door:  big smile, friendly 

óhelloô and a name badge proudly identifying him as a HALO Intern in Case Management.  He is finishing up his degree in Human 

Services, has his own apartment and a bright future.  Two years ago when he arrived at HALO we were concerned if this man 

should be on suicide watch.  Then when I  got to my office I could hear the children playing in the playground outside.  When I 

looked out the window one of the childcare workers was a women who had been on the Participant Advisory Council I meet with.  

After completing our program and finding work and setting up herself and her children in an apartment, she has returned to HALO 

with her completed degree in Early Childhood Development.  It was a great blessing to watch her playing with and laughing with 

the children outside and later seeing her reading to the children in the childcare room.  Finally as I was heading out to a meeting I 

ran into a man who had been homeless for more than thirteen years when I first met him two years earlier.  He had been in and out 

of HALO mostly depending on how long he could stay sober and work the programs that we required of him.  But an event that he 

and I experienced together with another participant changed his whole outlook.  Now he has  a steady job, has been saving money 

and most importantly has been sober for the last two years.  He had had a little set back that he told me about, but there was a real 

spark in his eye as he told me ñI learned my lesson and I will turn things around quicklyò.  I believe he will and I will be thankful to 

watch it happen.  So I am being thankful for transformed lives that HALO makes possible and that could only happen with the great 

staff and volunteers we have working at HALO.  I believe that it happens and happens regularly at HALO because we all keep in 

mind that we are not ñHelping the Homelessò, but we are working with individuals who are experiencing homelessness.  Real  

people, each of whom are unique and come with their own talents and abilities.  What made me most thankful was each of the three 

people I described above has let me know how thankful they were for HALO being available to them, so that they had the time and 

ability to transform their lives. 
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ISSUED QUARTERLY  

A Note from the  
Executive Director  

ôTis the Seasoné.to remember what YOU are Thankful for! 

I am always happy to provide a tour or some time to talk about our programs and services for the homeless of Racine County.  

Please feel free to contact me, and if I am not available ask for Brenda.  You can reach me at: KCookman@haloinc.org or call 

(262) 633-3235 x143 to make an appointment when we can sit down and have some uninterrupted time. 
 

               Sincerely and with Blessings, 

               Kevin Cookman, Executive Director  

This year the Milwaukee Brewers gave us all quite a ride~Congratulations to the team and their fans!!  Last spring HALO sent 

over 50 volunteers to train in Milwaukee as we entered our second summer staffing the concession stands up at Miller Park.  

Well, we made it through AGAIN ~and we had increased the number of games from 10 to 15.  We NEVER COULD HAVE 

DONE IT if it wasnôt for our EXTRAORDINARY VOLUNTEERS! By the end of the year we should know just what we were 

able to accomplish, dollar-wise, by participating in this endeavor.  Needless to say, with the additional regular season games 

and then the postseason games, HALO will be well above our óearningsô from our inaugural year. 

THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH!!  
We will need to start all over again, for next year.  Let me know if you are interested in coming 

backé..get a group of YOUR FRIENDS to come with you!!  Time flies when you are winning! 

HERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU IF YOU HAVE NEVER DONE THIS BEFORE!  

Call Brenda at 262.633.3235 x142 to get information about this program & how YOU can help! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR 2012  ~~~ BATTER UP~~ !! 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Be a WRAPPER!!  Use your decorating skills to wrap gifts purchased by 

Barnes & Noble customers!  I could use two people on each 2-3 hour shift, 
if possible.  Wrapping is offered from Noon until 8pm.  If you can help, 
PLEASE call 633-3235x142.  Meet some friends when you are finished! 

Itôs a CONCERT, an ARTFAIR  and hands-on WORKSHOPS!   AND...itôs our third ANNUAL FUND RAISING 

EVENT  at Barnes & Noble.  We are very excited as we have some of our wonderful groups from previous years  

returning to help us AND some NEW friends who will share their talents with all who support HALO and our mission here 

in Racine County.   Come to see all of our talented friends, have a snack at the café and do a little shopping.    
 

When you are at a checkout, just tell the cashier that you would like your purchase dollars to go to HALO-or hand them a 

B&N voucher with our ID #10512077 noted.  At the end of the day we will receive a percentage of all sales!  This includes 

any on�±line  purchases, up to a week after the event!  Tell your family & friends living anywhere in the U.S. that they can 

help HALO too!  Below, you will find a handy list of items you might purchase.  Cut it out & take it along with you!! 

FUN THINGS TO BUY  

AT BARNES & NOBLE  
 

BOOKS & Magazines 

NEW & Discount & Tapes 
~ 

Great NEW Educational  

TOYS & BOOKS 
~ 

A NOOK and Accessories 
~ 

DVDs & CDs 
~ 

Cheesecakes & Café Items 
~ 

Stationary & Calendars 
~ 

Home & School Office 

Accessories 
 

HALO Bookfair #10512077 

Sherre Chapin, Board Member and 
Volunteer, wrapping presents last 
year just outside of the B&N Café. 

Invite ALL the KIDS you know to 
come & participate in the KIDS 

CLINIC with  our own home grown 
illustrator, Art Mawhinney 3-4:30p.  
To see his amazing work & history 
in the art world ~ Visit his website 

at www.artmawhinney.com  


